»CHRIST IS OUR FUTURE - TOGETHER WE FOLLOW HIM”

CONSTITUTING SYNOD
OF THE
HuncarRiIAN RErForRMED CHURCH

MESSAGE OF THE CONSTITUTING SYNOD

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD THAT ON THIS DAY, 22 MAy 2009, At 11:00 A. M., TuE HUNGARIAN REFORMED
CHurchEs oF HunGary, TranscarpaTHIA (UKRAINE), VoivopiNa (SErBIA), TraNsYLvANIA (RomaNIA)
AND ParTIUM (ROMANIA) HAVE SIGNED A CONSTITUTION AS ONE HUNGARIAN REFORMED CHURCH. TWENTY
YEARS OF SERIOUS EFFORT HAVE BROUGHT US TO THIS MOMENTOUS STEP, WITH WHICH WE NOW GIVE NEW
EXPRESSION TO THE CENTURIES-OLD HUNGARIAN REFORMED COMMUNITY. REFORMED HUNGARIANS HAVE
MAINTAINED SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL UNITY FROM THE CENTURY OF THE REFORMATION ITSELF. HISTORICAL
AND POLITICAL STRUGGLES HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO DIMINISH OUR SOLIDARITY, JUST AS OUR SENSE OF
COMMUNITY REMAINED INTACT AFTER THE TREATY OF TRIANON AND AFTER THE PROPOSAL TO GRANT CITIZENSHIP
TO HUNGARIANS LIVING BEYOND THE BORDERS OF PRESENT DAY HUNGARY WAS REJECTED IN REFERENDUM ON 5
DeceMBER 2004. OUR FELLOWSHIP IS REFLECTED ALSO IN THE FACT, THAT WE ARE CELEBRATING TODAY WITH
ALL THOSE, AS WELL, WHO ALREADY EXPRESSED THEIR WILL TO JOIN, OR WERE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL THEIR WISH
TILL NOW.

ToODAY WITH THIS COMMON CONSTITUTION, WE EXPRESS AND SOLIDIFY OUR UNITY. ACCORDING TO OUR
CONSTITUTION:

- ANy CHRISTIAN WHO CLAIMS TO BE A MEMBER OF THE HUNGARIAN REFORMED CHURCH SHALL BE
CONSIDERED A MEMBER, WHEREVER THAT PERSON LIVES, AND REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT THE PERSON'S
FIRST LANGUAGE IS HUNGARIAN.

- Our CHURCH IS A SYNODAL COMMUNITY OF MEMBER CHURCHES, SHAPING LEGISLATION AND ISSUING
STATEMENTS IN ALL THOSE QUESTIONS IN WHICH IT IS AUTHORISED TO DO SO BY THE HIGHEST GOVERNING BODIES
OF MEMBER CHURCHES.

- Tue CoONSTITUTION OF OUR CHURCH ALLOWS FOR AND REGULATES THE JOINING OF HUNGARIAN REFORMED
CHURCHES FROM AREAS BEYOND THE CARPATHIAN BASIN.

- IN THE FORMING OF THEIR INTERNAL ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURES, THE MEMBER CHURCHES ARE SEPARATE AND
INDEPENDENT. EXCEPTIONS TO THIS PRINCIPLE INCLUDE THOSE QUESTIONS BELONGING TO THE COMMON
CONSTITUTION AND COMMON REGULATIONS.

Jesus CHRIST sAYS, 'l AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE.' (JoHN 14,6) WE BELIEVE AND PROFESS THAT
THE TRUTH OF JESUS CHRIST LIBERATES US FROM ALL INJUSTICE AND OPPRESSION. WE ALSO BELIEVE, THAT His
POWER TO HEAL CREATES OUR UNITY IN HiM. WE BELIEVE THAT IF WE FOLLOW HIM THEN WE CAN BE
INSTRUMENTS OF RECONCILIATION IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. WE BELIEVE THAT THE JOINING TOGETHER OF THE
HuNGARIAN REFORMED COMMUNITY SERVES THE UNITY AND CREDIBLE TESTIMONY OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH
oF JEsus CHRIST, OF WHICH ALL OF US ARE MEMBERS.

CHRIST IS THE FUTURE, WE FOLLOW Him TOGETHER!



